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Excerpts from A Report to 
the Church from the House 
of Bishops

(ENS)We, the bishops of the Episco-
pal Church, greet you in the name of the 
compassionate and merciful Christ, re-
membering that, “it is not ourselves that 
we proclaim; we proclaim Christ Jesus as 
Lord, and ourselves as your servants, for 
Jesus’ sake.” (2 Cor. 4:5)

Our regular fall meeting of the Com-
munity of Bishops and Spouses convened 
in Puerto Rico at the gracious invitation of 
Bishop David and Senora Maryleen Alva-
rez. At the 2003 General Convention, the 
Diocese of Puerto Rico was received with 
great enthusiasm as the newest diocese 
of the Episcopal Church. The spirited and 
warm hospitality extended to us and the 
tremendous mission being carried out 
by this community of 37,000 members 
encourages us greatly. Their ministry to 
the poor and the homeless, to the aged 
and the dying, and to all who are living 
on the edges of our common life inspires 
us. The hospitals and medical centers es-
tablished by this diocese are the premier 
institutions for healing and wholeness 
in Puerto Rico. The Diocese of Puerto 
Rico is the third largest private sector 
employer on the island. Our spirits have 
been enlightened and lifted by the grace 
of the Lord so evident in this portion of 
God’s vineyard.

We arrived in Puerto Rico with the 
suffering from Hurricane Katrina fore-
most on our hearts and minds. Hurricane 
Rita deepened our concern all the more. 
We altered our agenda in order to focus 
on this ongoing crisis and our response. 
On our first day we heard from Duncan 
Gray, Bishop of Mississippi, Charles 
Jenkins, Bishop of Louisiana, and Philip 
Duncan, Bishop of the Central Gulf Coast, 
who described the devastation in their re-
spective dioceses. Six churches and nine 
rectories in Mississippi were destroyed. 
In Louisiana a significant percentage of 
churches were damaged, some likely 
beyond repair. Bishop Duncan reminded 
us of the impact of Hurricane Ivan, one 
year ago, and the continuing challenges 
now added by virtue of Katrina and Rita. 
In the face of such tragedy, we weep with 
those who weep and mourn with those 
who mourn. 

Our response to the devastation 
caused by Katrina and Rita, like our re-
sponse to the Tsunami, will need to be 
sustained for years to come. As bishops 
we pledge our church and ourselves to 
join with our brothers and sisters in this 
long process of resurrection. The epistle 
read this past Sunday reminds us to, “look 
to each other’s interests and not merely 
to your own. Let your bearing towards 
one another arise out of your life in Christ 
Jesus.” (Philippians 2: 4-5) 

Throughout this meeting, we have 
been reminded that in sharing the grief 
of so many along our nation’s Gulf Coast, 
and in considering our relationships one 
to another and within the larger Church, 
we do so always bearing hopeful witness 
to the power of the Resurrection. The 
everlasting love of God, in raising Jesus 
from the dead, embraces the world’s 
grief within the very heart of God. The 

Resurrection of Christ shows us the power 
of God the Holy Trinity to bridge every 
divide and division. The abiding Com-
munion of the Trinity undergirds our 
common life and sustains us, together 
with you, for the service of God’s mission 
in the world. “Glory to God whose power, 
working in us, can do infinitely more than 
we can ask or imagine: Glory to God from 

generation to generation in the Church, 
and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.” 
(Eph. 3:20-21) 

New Spanish language list 
available from ENS

(ENS) LISTAENS, the new Span-
ish Language News email list, is up and 
running for serving the Latino/His-
panic community. Those interested in 
receiving a selection of news, official  
communiqués, and other special notices 
in Spanish may subscribe to LISTAENS 
by visiting http://episcopalchurch.
org/3577_11458_ENG_HTM.htm, or 
by clicking on the ‘Get ENS or Anglican 
Communion News Service In Your Inbox’ 
link on the top right corner of the ENS 
homepage.

News and other items will continue 
to be posted in the relevant section of ENS 
-- Noticias en español at http://www.
episcopalchurch.org/3577_19465_
ENG_HTM.htm . Our goal is to continue 
to improve access to news and other 
information to the Latino/Hispanic com-
munity.

Current ENSLIST subscribers will 
no longer receive any news in Spanish 
-- those ENSLIST subscribers interested 
in receiving news in Spanish as well as 
English should subscribe to both the EN-
SLIST and LISTAENS services, available 
from the same form listed above.

Black Clergy Conference 
offers opportunity to relax 
and reconnect

(ENS) The 7th Triennial Black Clergy 
Conference will meet in Atlanta, GA, 
October 23-26. 

“A big part of our planning was to 
ensure that when people come to the con-
ference, [they will find] that it is not just 
another conference,” said the Rev. Deon 
Johnson, assistant pastor of Christ Episco-
pal Church in Shaker Heights, Ohio.

“Since the conference design allows 
for small groups to form and meet daily, 
it is expected that conferees [will] leave 

as members of a small group that would 
stay in touch through conference calling 
and emails to provide support and for 
one another,” said the Rev. Angela Ifill, 
missioner for Black Ministries across the 
Episcopal Church. 

Ifill said conference topics such as 
Helping our Ministers to Minister; Fac-
ing Social Realities; Finding the Balance; 

The Changing Role of the Black Church; 
and the Next Generation of Leaders; and 
time allotted for “fun” will hopefully help 
clergy “return to their ministries feeling 
spiritually refreshed and recharged for 
the journey ahead.”

Recognizing that Black clergy will 
come from various backgrounds and 
traditions, the liturgy was written spe-
cifically for the conference. essions on 
professional development and the imple-
mentation of a black clergy network are 
another focal point.

The Rev. Benjamin Speare-Hardy, 
rector of St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church, 
in Trotwood, Ohio said participants 
should leave this conference “better 
equipped to deal with some of the issues 
that confront us and especially how to 
take care of themselves when it comes 
to pastoral care.”

To register, contact Valerie Har-
ris, in the Office of Black Ministries, at 
800.334.7626 ext. 6084 or download the 
form at http://www.episcopalchurch.
org/5888_58563_ENG_HTM.htm.

Episcopal Church 
of El Salvador designates 
month�s offerings to ERD

(ENS) The Anglican Episcopal Church 
of El Salvador (IAES) is designating all of 
September’s offerings to Episcopal Relief 
and Development (ERD) for hurricane 
relief efforts. The IAES Diocesan Coun-
cil, parish lay leaders and all the clergy 
decided that the four Sunday collections 
should be given in solidarity to those af-
fected first by Hurricane Katrina and now 
potentially by Hurricane Rita. In addition 
to the monetary offering, children from 
churches and schools are making cards to 
send to ERD in which they express their 
love and solidarity to those affected by 
the hurricanes.

Bishop Martin Barahona of El Sal-
vador and Archbishop of the Anglican 
Church of the Region of Central America 
(IARCA), said, “We wish to let the Epis-
copal Church know of our sadness, 
accompaniment, and our solidarity. We 

share your pain. We pray that God will 
give people the strength to surmount the 
current difficulties. We are particularly 
saddened by what happened in New Or-
leans.” He added that Salvadorans are 
ready to come to the United States to help 
with relief efforts in Spanish-speaking 
communities.

Fundacion Cristosal, a Vermont-
based foundation for the support of the 
Anglican Church of El Salvador, is also 
supporting this effort.

Barahona said, in conclusion, that 
this offering “comes from the heart of 
the Anglican Episcopal Church of El 
Salvador.”

Church of Nigeria Rede� nes 
Anglican Communion
(ACNS) With a careful rewording of 
her constitution, the Church of Nigeria 
redefined her relationship with all other 
Anglican

Churches.All former references to 
‘communion with the see of Canterbury’ 
were deleted and replaced with another 
provision of communion with all Angli-
can Churches, Dioceses and Provinces 
that hold and maintain the ‘Historic Faith, 
Doctrine, Sacrament and Discipline  of 
the one Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic 
Church’.

Emphasis was also placed on the 
1662 version of the Book of Common 
Prayer and the historic Thirty-Nine Ar-
ticles of Religion.

The Constitutional change also al-
lowed the Church to create Convocations 
and Chaplaincies of like-minded faithful 
outside Nigeria. This effectively gives le-
gal teeth to the Convocation of Anglican 
Nigerians in Americas (CANA) formed to 
give a worshiping refuge to thousands in 
the USA who no longer feel welcomed to 
worship in the Liberal churches especially 
with the recent theological innovations 
encouraging practices which the Nigeri-
ans recognize as sin.

For more information on these and other 
stories, visit these websites:

www.episcopalchurch.org/ens/
www.anglicancommunion.org/acns/
www.dioceseny.org

Numerous stories 
regarding the church’s 
response to Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita are 
available via Episcopal 
News Service at www.
episcopalchurch.org/
ens.  




